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A decade after they entered the local market, mini-implants still have
some way to go in convincing many in the dental profession that they

are worth the efiort. By John Burfitt

niroduce 8 new product onto the market, and
the general rule of business is that it lives or dies
by it reputation. Ten vears since mini-implants
were introduced inbo Australian denlislry, the
verdict remains divided an the device some
claim has changed the industry for the better
and others who call it “bad dentistry’.

[ he minimally invasnve mini-implant leck-
nique has become a popular opfion for dentists
when choosing the best method for stabilising

dentures in patients, The mini-implant consists of small bio-

compalibie lilanium alloy screws, measure less than 2mm in
digmeter and is one piece, In contrast, conventional implants
start at about 3.4mm and are two pheces.

The minl-implants are also narrow enough that they can be
nzerted directly through the overlying pum lissue and into the
bone undernesth.

In amother contrast to traditional impdant methods, min
mplants do not reguire the gum to be cut,

Lespite these benefils and lhe success many pracliticners
have reported, mini-implants appear 1o suffer from an image
problem, There are & significant proporticn of practitioners
who have nol been sold on the device, which is nol only
smaller and faster ko install, but zlso significantly cheaper.

Felicity Griffett, a direcior of Melbourne’s ID Health whick
supplies mini-implants, agrees there has been 3 mixked mes
sage about the rele the devices can play,

*People believe Lhal with mini-implants we're Irying o
replace conwentional implants, and that is just not frue,” she
says, “We discuss minis as an option for patients who don't
meet the criteria for conventicnal implants.

“There 5 also Lhis perceplion this is 2 quick tix when in Tact
it's just 3 minimally invasive technique that is learnt rapadby,
and has been kearnt by hundreds of dentists who had been
pAECing conventionals and ane now placing minis, and they
can see the difference.”

Feedback from some of the denfists she has trained in
the procedure kas resulted in some startling and surprising
results, Grittett claims.,

“Dentisls come 1o tke course, learn the lechnique and dio a
couple of cases, but then are told they are doing bad dentistry
by the specialists they work with,” she says

I find it interesting that in every other area of medicine,
things hawe become smaller and thal's celebraled as we've
mowed into keyhobe surgery and micro-surgery, but for some
reason in dental surgeny, it's not.”

WMini-implants are not, however, suifable for every patient.
Among the number of unsuilable condilions, Grillel! claims,
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Mini-implantis can offer minimally invasive, aflfordable sola-
tioh for denfare stahbilisation, bat not everyone is sold on them.

are men with large jaws, while Sydney prosthedontisl Or David
Roessler says he has a standard rule that he never uses them
in an upper jaw.

“The place for them is a kower jaw when you're oonsidenng
either a Tull denture or a fairly large exlensive partial denlure,”
Roessler s=ays. "The advantage pf them in & full denture situa-
tion over a traditional way is that by having a béigger spread of
irmplants, Its goihg 1o be a mose stable denture and becawse
they're smaller, il's poing o be easier Io place, and you need
less bone to do it."”

White Or Roessler says he had many successful experience
of using mini-mplants, he understands the reluctance of
some colleagues 1o Todlow suit.

*I've been using traditional im plants for most of my career,
and most of the time when | mention I'm alsc doing mini
implarts row, people fook at me and go, really?™™ he says.

“Mini-implanls have gol a pretty poor reputation and part of
that is & lack of understanding in where they are appropriate,
The other part is in terms of the way they've been marketed as
something that is simple.

*Il is trwe they're cheaper and Tasler, bul you've slill gol to



